PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
120 S McKenzie Street

Foley, Alabama 3653S

www.cityoffoley.org
(251) 952-4011

May 22, 2026

Mayor and City Council

City of Foley

407 East Laurel Avenue

Foley, Alabama 36535

RE:  Request for Rezoning

Dear Mayor Hellmich and City Council Members,

The City of Foley Planning Commission held a meeting on May 20, 2026 and the following action was taken:

Zoning Ordinance- Signage Amendments

Planning Commission Action:
Commissioner Hare made a motion to recommend the Zoning Ordinance Amendments to the Mayor and
Council. Commissioner Engel seconded the motion. All members voted aye.

Motion to recommend the Zoning Ordinance Amendments to the Mayor and Council passes.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Respectfully,

Melissa Ringler

Melissa Ringler

Planning & Zoning Coordinator

mringler@cityoffoley.org
251-952-4011

MAYOR: Ralph Hellmich
CITY ADMINISTRATOR: Michael L. Thompson CITY CLERK: Christi Watkins
COUNCIL MEMBERS: J. Wayne Trawick, Charles Ebert Ill, Roderick Burkle, Larry Engel, Timothy Lower


http://www.cityoffoley.org/
mailto:mringler@cityoffoley.org

12.1.1 BED AND BREAKFAST REQUIREMENTS
D. No more than one (1) identification S|gn shall be permltted for the Bed and Breakfast use—Sueh
y rert—t- which shall not exceed
four (4) square feet in S|gn face area. Ne—eiheeagnage—e&adverﬁaag—eepy—weh—as#aeaeeﬁh&e

22.01 PURPOSE

Signs are an important visual communication tool that benefits our community and its citizens. The City
has determined that signs may be unduly distracting to motorists and pedestrians, and thereby create a
traffic hazard and reduce the effectiveness of signs needed to direct the public and therefore regulations
are necessary. This sign ordinance is adopted under the zoning authority of the City in furtherance of the
more general purposes set forth in the Zoning Ordinance. In the interest of furthering the purpose of this
Zoning Ordinance, these sign regulations are herein established to provide for the use, location, and size
of signs in a manner that ensures that signs are in harmony with the character of the associated use and
surrounding area. More specifically, the purposes of these regulations are to:

e To encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication;

e To maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and the City's ability to attract
sources of economic development and growth;

e To minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private property and
maintain attractive, high value residential, commercial and industrial areas;

e Control the size, location, and general design so that signs will be aesthetically
harmonious and in context with the area in which they are located;

e Eliminate any conflict that would be hazardous between signs and traffic control signs and
traffic control devices; Ensure that signs are located and designed to maintain a safe and
orderly pedestrian and vehicular environment;

e To allow a sign containing noncommercial speech to be displayed anywhere that an
advertising or business sign is permitted, subject to the same dimensional, locational, and
operational regulations otherwise applicable to such sign; and

e To enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign restrictions.

22.02 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this article are to create a set of guidelines that will result in signs that are an asset to
the aesthetic appeal of the community, that are restrained in character, are no larger than necessary for
adequate identification and advertising, and are of such design as is consistent with the high graphic
standards.

Sign eligibility, sign permit status, and applicable standards shall be governed solely by the following
objective criteria, with no regard for the topic or viewpoint of displayed message:

1. Safety and functionality;

2. Location;

3. Size, form, and height limitations; and
4. lllumination standards



22.03 DEFINITIONS

wh-reh—the—pern%t—has—e*&red—%uggested—reeh-rasmg—A permltted S|gn erected in conjunctlon W|th a use

that has been discontinued for thirty (30) days or more, or a permitted temporary sign with an expired
permit.

Feather Flag/Feather Banner: a portable, vertical advertising banner made of printed fabric attached to a
flexible pole, designed to resemble a bird feather and used to draw attention to an event or business.

Flag: Any rectangular fabric banner up to 4 ft X 6 ft that does not contain copy and is dlsplayed on a
halyard or staff b . .

Incidental: A sign of such minimal size and located in such a manner as to be only visible to pedestrlan

or vehicular trafﬂc whlle located on the premises. , ;

ves. No sign
wﬁmleglble from a posmon off the zoned Iot on WhICh the sign is Iocated shall be
considered incidental.

Mural: A decoration or artwork painted on the exterior wall of a building portions of which may be
ClaSSIerd as a S|gn when |t contains Ietterlng, trade emblems or logos. Wher—sueh—Htems—are

Sidewatk/~Sandwich Board Sign: A evabte-portable, two sided, A-frame sign not secured or attached to
the ground or any building or structure, and often placed on sidewalks for pedestrian advertisement.

22.1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

F. SIGN TYPES

6. DETACHED / FREESTANDING SIGNS - Any sign supported by structures or supports
that are placed on, or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any building
or other structure.

a. Monument Signs - A sign mounted to the ground and designed with a continuous
structural element of approximately the same dimension from the ground to the top
of the sign.



b. Pole/Pylon Signs - Any sign supported by a pole, or poles, and otherwise
separated from the ground by air.

c. Multi-tenant Locator Signs - A single ground sign which identifies multiple
businesses which are all tenants in a single structure, shopping center or complex.
Must be located on the property that is being leased by the businesses who are
displayed on the sign face unless otherwise allowed in this ordinance.

d. Incidental/Directional Signs - A sign of such minimal size and located in such a
manner as to be onIy visible to pedestrlan or vehlcular traffic while Iocated on the
premises. genre —
eHJy—dee-%hfet@h—mema—beards—aﬂd—e%hePﬂﬁmHPd#ee%s No S|gn w&h—a
eommerciat-message-legible from a position off the zoned lot on which the sign is
located shall be considered incidental.

G. ATTACHED SIGNS

6. Mural Signs - A decoration or artwork painted on the exterior wall of a building is which
may—be-classified as a “Mural sign” when it contains lettering, trade emblems or logos.

When such items are incorporated, the sign specifications shall be as follows:
a. Lettering, emblems and logos shall be localized and the area measured in
accordance with Section 22.1 E.3.b, te—eenferm—to—the—size—limitations—ofthis
Ordinanee; and will count toward the total allowed wall sign for the business upon

which it is located.

7. Painted Wall Signs - A sign that is not a mural, but which is painted directly on the surface
of a structure. These signs count toward the total allowed wall signage for a business.

8. Window Signs - Any sign, pictures, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to
communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale or service,
that is placed inside a window or upon the window panes or glass and is visible from the
right-of-way. Window signs count toward the total allowed wall signage for a business,
and in no case shall cover more than 50% of a structure's ground floor transparency.

22.2 - PROHIBITED SIGNS

I. Sidewalk —Santdwich signs, with the exception of Sandwich Boards as described in
22.3.D.

22.3 - TEMPORARY SIGNS NOTREQUIRINGPERMITF

The following temporary signs are allowed with the following conditions, and do not require a permit. This
section specifically excludes Special Event Signs/Displays as described in 22.4 EXEMPT PERMIT
SIGNS.

A. Temporary signs shall not be illuminated.

. v e Temporary Event Signs
are allowed to advertise for a perlod of two (2) weeks immediately preceding an event provided
that:

1. The sign face must be less than thirty-two (32) square feet.



2.

They may be located on and/or off premise, provided it is not in the public right-of-way nor
causing a traffic hazard (see 22.1 D - Visibility), and has permission of the landowner on
whose property it is placed.

C. New businesses in the City are allowed to advertise with a single sign for a period of (3) three
weeks provided that:

1.
2.
3.

The sign is non-electric.

The sign face must not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

The sign is located on premises and is not located in the public right-of-way nor pose
eatsing a traffic hazard (see 22.1.D - Visibility).

D. Sandwich board signs are permitted in all commercially zoned districts for businesses legally
operating on the premises where the sign is displayed, provided that:

1.
2.

10.

A maximum of one sandwich board sign shall be permitted per business establishment.
The maximum sign face area shall not exceed six (6) square feet, with two (2) faces per
sign.

The maximum sign height shall not exceed four (4) feet.

Signs may only be displayed during business operating hours, placed outdoors at the
commencement of business, and removed at the close of business each day.

The sign shall be situated on the same lot as the business it advertises.

To ensure durability, stability, and quality appearance, acceptable construction materials
shall include molded plastic, aluminum, or wood.

Flashing, moving, illuminated, inflatable, or other similar attention-getting features are
strictly prohibited.

The sign shall not obstruct pedestrian circulation, accessible routes, building entrances,
curb ramps, parking spaces, fire lanes, loading areas, or any other required areas of safe
ingress and egress.

Placement shall not encroach upon the required sight visibility triangles at intersections,
driveways, entrances, or exits. They shall not be located in or overhanging the public
right-of-way

The sign must be maintained in good condition and shall be removed if damaged,
deteriorated, or determined to be unsafe. Non-compliant or unsafe signs are subject to
removal at the discretion of the City.

E. Off-premise Temporary Directional Signs are allowed provided that:

1.

2.
3.
4

e ]G

No more than two (2) temporary directional signs are utilized per event.

The signs must be non-electric.

Each sign face may not exceed four (4) square feet.

They should be placed no more than one (1) day prior to and removed within one (1) day
post event.

Each sign must have placement permission from the property owner.

They shall not be located in or overhanging the public right-of-way nor pose a traffic
hazard (see 22.1.D - Visibility).

F. On Premise Real Estate Signs:

1.

Residential Real Estate "For Sale" or Rental Signs-{Residentiatly:
a. Two (2) signs per property advertising the sale or rental are allowed on-premise

and-two(2)-signs-are-allowed-off-premise:

b. Must not exceed four (4) square feet of copy area per sign.



c. Such signs shall not be permitted for a period longer than thirty (30) days after
closing the sale or rental of the property.

2. Sna-Premise-Commercial Real Estate "For Sale" or "For Rent" Signs {Semmereiah:

a. One (1) real estate "For Sale" or "For Rent" sign for commercially zoned properties
is allowed for properties with up to 500 linear feet of frontage. An additional sign is
allowed for each additional 500 feet of frontage.

b. Must be located entirely within the property.

c. Must not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of copy area per sign.

d. Such sign(s) shall be removed within thirty (30) days of closing the sale or rental of
the property.

4. New Neighborhood or Commercial Construction Signs:

a. Must not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of sign face.

b. May be placed no sooner than actual demolition or construction activities begin
and may continue until the permanent sign is erected or the certificate of
occupancy is issued, whichever comes sooner.

c. Such sign shall not be located in or overhanging the public right-of-way nor pose
eatse a traffic hazard (see 22.1.D - Visibility).

5. Model Homes:

a. Temporary A-frame signs shall be allowed in residential zones only to be located
on the lot of the model home during the business hours in which an agent(s) is
present.

G. G&mp&rgﬁ-eﬁgeeﬂeﬁ%gne-Temporary Yard Slgns on Prlvate Property are exempt prowded that:
1. Total of Sign

eletermmed—a-t—aﬁ—eteet-reﬁ—faces shall not exceed twere (12) square feet in reS|dent|aI
districts. In all other zoned districts, sign faces shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet
total.

w

Property owners shaII be heId responsrble for V|olat|ons-ef—eampargﬁ-a-ﬁd-e+eet+eﬁ-s+g-ﬁe

4. No signs shall be allowed in the public right-of-way, project into or overhang any
right-of-way or be attached to any utility pole within the right-of-way.

H. Decorative Displays

1. A grouping of up to three single balloons under twenty-four (24) inches in circumference
that do not contain copy are considered decorative. They shall not be located in, project
into, or overhang the public right-of-way nor pose a traffic hazard (see 22.1.D - Visibility).

2. Rectangular fabric flags (separate and drstlnct from “Feather Flags”) with a maximum size
of 4 ft x 6 ft that do not contain copy ay ,
pelitical—displays and are properly mounted on a staff or halyard Iocated on prlvate
property are considered decorative. These should be maintained in good condition
without frayed edges or significant fading.




22.4 - SPECIAL EVENT SIGNAGE / DISPLAYS

Temporary special use or event signs and displays are allowed but only under the following conditions
and requirements:

A. Special event signage and displays require an Exempt Permit (no fee required) found in the City’s
online permitting system under Planning & Zoning - Special Event Signs/Displays prior to the

erectlon and placement of any such temporary S|gn or dlsplay Sueh—s+gﬁs-aﬁel—d-|ep+ays—s+=raH—be

22.5 - SIGNS REQUIRING A PERMIT

A. RESIDENTIAL SIGNAGE
1. The following Zones are considered ‘“residential” for the purposes of these sign
regulations: R-1R, R-1A. R-1B, R-1C, R-1D, R-2, R-3, R-4, GPH-1, TH-1, MH-1, RV Park,
and residential areas of a PUD, PDD, or AO

Sign Max # Max . Number Electronic
Purpose Area per . lllumination .
Type Faces | Height Signs allowed?
Face
Primary
Entrance Direct or 1 at Main
Neighborhood Ground 50 sf 2 61t Indirect entrance no
Identification
Secondary
Entrance Direct or 1 per Secondary
Neighborhood Ground 32 of 2 At Indirect entrance no
Identification
Home Ground | 4sf 2 4ft | PROHIBITED 1 no
Occupation
1
Brz‘:?(fgst Ground 4 sf 2 41t Iljr:rdei(r:;;r Ramestreet no
addressrand
ecetpancy-info

C. COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL SIGNAGE
2. Painted Murals on the sides of buildings are allowed and are not considered to be a sign
unless copy or a logo is included-which-advertises-abusiress-orservice.—4-When copy or

a logo is included, this-is—a-sigrand-must-comply-with-this—erdinanee- the sign face area

will be measured as described in this ordinance, Section 22.1 E.3.b, and will count toward
the total allowed wall sign for the business upon which it is located.

E. OTHER SIGNAGE



. Max Area # . R Number | Electronic
Zone | Sign Type per Face | Faces Max Height lllumination Signs allowed?
ZBAA
approved
AO temporary 32 sf 2 5 ft None 1 No
Roadside
Stand
tadirects
' +perentranee
Ground 200-5f 2 25# yes
oSk

Choice of one of the following:

PO Monument 12 sf 2 4 ft Indirect 1 no
Wall 12 sf 1 12 ft or at roofline, Indirect 1 no

whichever is lower
BEGEMERER) 454 2 6 ft Indirect 1 no

Ground

EMOD M‘(’B'tr':j:g"t 64 sf 2 8 ft Indirect 1 no
Wall 36 sf 1 20 ft or at roofline, Indirect 1 no

whichever is lower

22.6 - ELECTRONIC SIGN REGULATIONS
Electronic changeable copy (ECC) signs may be permitted as a detached freestanding or attached flat
sign as follows:

E. May not display messages that do not pertain to business conducted on the premises on which

the sign is located, unless otherwise exempted erapublicserviceannounreement.

25.5 “FOLEY MEDICAL OVERLAY DISTRICT (FMOD)”

E. Site Plan Requirements.

8. Signage. Limited to ground and wall signs only. Low-profile ground signs shall not exceed
six feet in height and 36 square feet per side with a maximum of two sides for single
tenant structures, or eight feet in height and 64 square feet per side with a maximum of
two sides for multi-tenant structures or when included in a planned development’s master
signage plan. When multiple buildings are proposed, a consistent wayfinding system is
encouraged.
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