Marketing Department Annual Report 2024 — 2025
Overview:

Tourism visitor numbers were mixed across city venues and online outlets for the year. Our tourism
numbers remain strong.

During the 2023-2024 fiscal year, attendance at the Foley Welcome Center totaled 4,412, compared to
4,749 in FY 23. This was a decrease of 7 percent. Attendance at the Holmes Medical Museum was 9,180,
up 2.5 percent over 2023. Attendance at the Foley Railroad Museum was 20,227 in 2024. This is up
about 2 percent from 2023. The Caboose Club attendance was flat from 2023 — 2024 at 20,466 visitors.

Online Visitors:
Press Releases:

Foley continues to gather public and media notice through website postings, press releases and
coverage in the local media.

In the last year, more than 270 postings have been featured on the City of Foley website. These postings
are also frequently sent out as press releases, which are often featured in Gulf Coast Media, Bay
Business News, The Mullet Wrapper and local television news programs, which has greatly increased
public visibility for the City of Foley.

For example, in September, 2024, Critical Mention found 198 local, national and international media
reports featuring Foley. These included stories on the purchase of the N3N biplane as part of Foley’s
ongoing plans to commemorate its listing as a World War Il Heritage City, the new budget with more
than $85 million in capital projects, traffic improvements, plans for a new aquatics center and studies to
improve traffic flow in the community. These postings are frequently featured in Gulf Coast Media, Bay
Business News, The Mullet Wrapper and local television news programs. During September, 15 postings
were also featured on the city website, which also greatly increased public visibility for the City of Foley.

Mayor's Newsletters

A Mayor’s Newsletter that hits the highlights of Foley happenings is produced and mailed quarterly to
Foley businesses and residents. A total of 19,000 newsletters are printed each month. A majority of the
newsletters are mailed. Copies are also distributed at city hall, the library and the welcome center. An
electronic copy of the newsletter is posted on the city website and an electronic edition is emailed to
those who ask to be included on the emailing list.

Advertising

The Marketing Department purchases advertising for the city in multiple publications. These include the
Alabama Vacation Guide; Coast 360, Find it Local, published by the South Baldwin Chamber of
Commerce; Facebook ads; the Mullet Wrapper and billboards on the Foley Beach Express, among
others.

Events

e Fall and Spring Midday Melodies are Foley’s newest events, held in both the months of October
and March. Local musicians perform in the park from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Residents are invited



to bring a chair or blanket and enjoy music is our beautiful park near the fountain. Attendees
can purchase food from a vendor in the park, or bring their own. .

e Hometown Halloween is held annually on the Thursday before Halloween. This event is the
largest city-sponsored event held in the downtown area. The city closes three major downtown
roadways and partners with approximately forty total businesses and organizations to provide
activities to delight children. The costume contest with contestants ranging from babies to
adults usually attracts over 200 participants. It is difficult to estimate the number of attendees,
but a good guesstimate is from 3,000 to 5,000.

e Christmas in the Park is a hometown tree-lighting event that includes a tree decorating contest,
photo opportunities and a visit from Santa Claus.

e Letit Snow is held each year after the Foley Christmas Parade which is sponsored by the
Kiwanis Club. This event includes snow, children’s activities, music and a holiday marketplace.

e  April Walking Tours In 2024, Foley averaged over 50 attendees on each Saturday of the month.
This is the highest participation we’ve ever experienced. Those who took a tour included both
old and new residents as well as visitors. The tours were led by community leaders. Foley has
partnered with the Alabama Tourism Department in this statewide event for over 10 years.

e Heritage Park Marketplace hosted over 50 different vendors this year. The market included a
great mix of local artisans, crafters, and small businesses, offering everything from handmade
items to unique local finds. There were also a large variety of food truck options.

e Music and a Movie events entertained approximately 2,650 people over five Fridays in April and
May. Rain affected the attendance of two of the evenings. April 19th was the largest event of
the season with perfect weather and an attendance of over 800 people. This event aligns with
Heritage Park Marketplace for each of the five weeks.

e Baldwin Pops, Baldwin County’s volunteer band, presents two free concerts in Foley each year.
One is held in the Foley Civic Center at Christmas, and the second is held outdoors in Heritage
Park.

Centennial Plaza — Engraved Bricks can still be purchased for installation in Centennial Plaza in Heritage
Park.

Caboose Club — The Caboose Club volunteers continue to operate Foley’s Model Train Exhibit. During
the past year several models of Foley’s historic buildings have been added to the exhibit.
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