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February 23, 2026 
 
 
Mayor and City Council 
City of Foley 
407 East Laurel Avenue 
Foley, Alabama 36535 
 
RE:  Zoning Ordinance Amendments Recommendation   
 
Dear Mayor Hellmich and City Council Members: 
 
The City of Foley Planning Commission held a regular meeting on February 18, 2026 and the following action 
was taken: 
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendments 

 
Commissioner Hinesley made a motion to recommend the proposed zoning ordinance amendments to Mayor 
and Council. Commissioner Swanson seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye.  

 
Motion to recommend the proposed zoning ordinance amendments to Mayor and Council passes.  

 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Melissa Ringler 
 
Melissa Ringler 
Planning & Zoning Coordinator 
mringler@cityoffoley.org 
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Tiny House ADU Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

ARTICLE II - Definitions  

Tiny House: A dwelling, built on a permanent foundation or in a factory, having 400 square feet 
of conditioned floor area or less (excluding the loft) intended as a permanent or semi-
permanent residential dwelling. 
 
Tiny House on wheels (THOW): A structure that is 400 square feet in area or less, excluding the 
loft, designed or built on a trailer chassis or wheeled platform, whether or not wheels remain 
attached, and constructed to ANSI or NFPA recreational vehicle standards rather than the 
International Residential Code (IRC). THOWs are not considered dwellings for the purposes of 
this Ordinance. 

8.1 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

All accessory structures, including Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU), shall conform to the 
following regulations: 

A. Providing the size, location, and setback requirements listed in sections 8.1.1 and 
8.1.2 can be met in full, any primary residence may have a maximum of two (2) 
accessory structures, one (1) of which may be an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU). 

B. The total ground coverage of the accessory structures may not exceed 40% of the 
yards in which they are located. 

C. No accessory structure may be built prior to the primary residence, except as noted in 
8.1.DG.a. 

D. No accessory structure shall be erected in any front yard or any street-side yard on a 
corner lot. 

E. Accessory structures shall not exceed the overall height of the primary structure and 
in no case shall exceed two (2) stories; 

F. An ADU shall not cover more than 30% of the yard in which it is located; 
G. Exceptions for AO - Agriculture Open Space zoned properties: 

a. Accessory structures may be built prior to the primary residence and are 
limited to two (2) stories. When built first, they should be planned for a 
location within the future primary residence’s rear yard.  

b. A single Accessory Dwelling Unit may be built and is limited to 60% of the 
planned primary residence size. 

c. The total number of accessory structures allowed is not limited in quantity but 
only one (1) of the accessory structures may be an Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU). The combined area covered by accessory structures must not exceed 
40% of total rear and side yards in which they are located. 

 



 

 

 

8.1.1 ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADU) 

A second dwelling unit that is either contained within the structure of a single family dwelling 
unit or in a separate accessory structure on the same lot as the principal residential building for 
use as a complete, independent living facility with provisions within the accessory dwelling for 
cooking, eating, sanitation and sleeping. Such a dwelling is an accessory use to the principal 
residential building and includes accessory apartments, garage apartments, and guesthouses.  

Accessory Dwelling Units shall also conform to the following regulations:  

A. Only one ADU is allowed per primary residence.  

B.  Any dwelling unit less than 800 SF is considered an accessory dwelling. 

C. Neither Recreational Vehicles, nor Manufactured Homes, Tiny Houses on Wheels 
(THOWs), and storage sheds not intended for residential use may not be used as an 
ADU. 

D. The ADU ground floor square footage shall not exceed 60% of the size in square feet 
of the ground floor square footage of the principal residence, nor Neither may the 
total square footage of the ADU exceed 60% of the total square footage of the 
principal residence total square footage.  

E. An ADU shall be at least 10 feet from all lot lines and 10 feet from any other structure 
on the same lot. 

F. The construction of ADUs shall conform to the current International Residential Code 
(IRC) as adopted and amended by the City of Foley. ADUs that are 400 SF in area or 
less (excluding lofts) must conform to the requirements of IRC Appendix BB for Tiny 
Houses. 

G. ADUs must be a minimum of 200 square feet in area (excluding lofts).  
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